COLONIAL READING

Reading was an important center for business, culture and military

affairs during the 18th century. George Washington visited Reading
severa] times'in the 1790’s. In 1793 he came to inspeet thecanal

construction near Womelsdorf and in 1794 passed through on his
way to western Pennsylvania. He stayed at Witman’s Tavern on the

Northwest corner of the Square on this second visit.




